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Kindergarten

I ower School

BCD's Kindergarten program is designed to facilitate and nurture the
growth and development of the whole child. As children move through
the various phases of social, emotional, and intellectual development,
their classroom becomes an active learning environment where they
feel comfortable trying new things, taking risks, and learning from their
mistakes. Allowing them many opportunities to succeed helps build

self-confidence and self-esteem.

Andrea Patel

Many social and academic learning goals are
addressed using the Responsive Classroom®©
approach. The Responsive Classroom®© techniques
allow for the creation of a classroom where all
students are welcomed, respected, and empowered
to make choices. Some of these practices include
Morning Meeting, Guided Discovery, Rules and Logical
Consequences, and Academic Choice. Throughout
the year, we work together to help develop a sense of
respect for one another, take care of our environment,
and learn to take responsibility for our actions.

The Kindergarten Language Arts program includes
reading, writing, listening, and speaking components.
Our program builds on what the children already know
about language to help them develop confidence as
effective communicators. We use the Project Read
Language Arts program to teach phonemic awareness
as well as reading and writing skills. The proper
formation of numerals and uppercase and lowercase
letters is taught as well. Daily practice with each of the
four areas contributes to the children’s whole language
development and they are each given a place in the
language arts program. For example:

* Reading—morning messages, poem and song
charts, big books, daily schedule, classroom books,
library books, stories composed by the children
themselves.

* Writing—group stories, journals, individual picture
stories, group and individual creative writing projects,
story dictation.

* Listening and Speaking—poetry, chants, fingerplays,
stories and chapter books read aloud to the group,
conversation at group time, sharing time, snack and
lunch, and peer readers. Teachers model correct use of
language at all times.

Kindergarten children are encouraged to write
independently and to approximate spelling as best
they can. As young children write, they actively pull
together much of what they know about language.
As they acquire more understanding of sound-symbol
relationships, and with continued practice, children
begin to master the mechanics. Over the next several

years, standard spelling replaces invented spelling.
Conveying the pleasure and excitement of literacy in
all its forms is our primary goal.

The Kindergarten math curriculum is designed to help
children appreciate the usefulness of mathematical
ideas and skills in everyday life. We emphasize
counting and numeration, not only because children
are naturally curious and motivated in these areas,
but also because they form the basis for much
mathematical understanding. Math experiences
include patterning, sorting, and classifying, comparing,
and logical thinking, and are significant features in
our program. Graphing is practiced throughout the
curriculum. These skills contribute to a broad base of
mathematical understanding.

Young children especially need to manipulate objects
physically as they practice math concepts. In the
beginning, each child freely explores all the materials
available in the program to determine each material’s
unique possibilities and limitations, to discover and
explore pattern, spatial relationships, balance, and
classification spontaneously. Materials will then be
used selectively for learning and practicing math
concepts. Among the materials frequently used

are pattern blocks, dominoes, dice, unifix cubes,
geoboards, jewels, various kinds of counters,
Cuisenaire rods, links and collections.

The children study a variety of different topics in the
science and social studies programs. These topics
help cultivate a sense of wonder about the natural
world and spark children’s natural curiosity. Children
are empowered to ask questions and are encouraged
to look for answers using a variety of resources. We
take field trips to enrich learning experiences and to
put them into real life context. Some of the topics we
will explore this year are caterpillars and butterflies,
skeletons, Native Americans, penguins in Antarctica,
the ocean, farms, and the rain forest.

In tandem with students from Preschool through
Grade 3, Kindergarten students also study three broad
themes of Cooperation, Courage, and Compassion.
Each unit concludes with a special assembly, where
classes present their projects.

In addition to scheduled classes in art with the art



teacher, our classroom provides a wide variety of art
experiences, which stimulate creativity and encourage
personal expression. We paint, draw with colored
pencils, crayons, cray-pas and markers, make play
dough, model with clay, and create collages using
tissue paper, recycled objects, and other materials.
Time is allowed for exploration of materials, creating
an arena for individual and group expression.

Art

Kathy Clausen

Kindergarten students attend class in the lower school
art studio in Furey Hall twice a week. During this
time students are introduced to the tools, techniques,
and media that artists use. They work in a variety of
materials with concentration on personal exploration
and process. As the year goes on, they will begin to
reflect on their work and learn vocabulary to describe
their process and projects. Students will paint, draw,
sculpt, and build using materials from watercolor

to clay. Topics that will guide the assignments will
include ideas from their own experiences, their school,
their communities, and the environment. The children
will learn about working together to take care of the
tools, materials, and art room. Please come and visit
anytime and share with us what you like to do in art.

French
Maria Whalen

Students meet for French three times a week

for 20-minute lessons. Our goal is to introduce

the French language in a respectful, comfortable
environment for the students. The teaching will

be based on children’s natural curiosity and the
instinctive learning abilities of their age. The child’s
capacity to imitate will be used to help the students
to articulate the very different French sounds.

The focus will be placed on making the students
comfortable in hearing, learning, and speaking French
while making the lessons enjoyable and interesting.

By the end of the year, the students should develop
confidence and interest in learning French, and will
have obtained some basic vocabulary and phonetic
skills necessary for future progress.

Teaching Methods: Extensive use of games, songs,
rhymes, and interactive exercises as teaching tools.
Subjects: Simple greetings, numbers, alphabet,
colors, body parts, family, animals, clothes, fruits,
and familiar objects.

Connections will be made to homeroom units such as
butterflies, food, and animals as often as possible.

Library

Jilly Lederman

The library program at BCD seeks to support the
overall mission of the school through providing an
atmosphere which promotes inquiry, discovery, and
academic excellence while realizing each student’s
unique potential.

The library serves as a resource for the entire BCD
community equipping faculty as well as students
with materials that complement their courses of
study. In addition to serving as a resource, the early
childhood library program will introduce students
to the excitement and opportunities that the library
has to offer. Students will become familiar with the
organization of the library while learning of some of
the different materials and genres available.

In addition to exploring the library, students

will engage in weekly read-alouds during which
participation and active listening will be stressed.
These high interest stories will be selected to
complement areas covered in the classroom as

well highlight aspects of story form. Finally, the
opportunity to borrow materials will provide the
students with the responsibility of caring for and
returning books. Students will be encouraged to visit
the library outside of their scheduled class period to
further explore their own areas of interest.

Music
Amy Hilliard

The Music Curriculum in Preschool and Lower School
is based on the belief that each child can do well and
enjoy music in a supportive environment that fosters
creativity and freedom of expression.

Kindergarten meets twice a week for 30 minutes.
Children participate in a wide range of musical
activities including singing, dancing, listening, playing
instruments, and movement. Students are introduced
to simple rhythmic concepts and notation. Singing

is focused mainly on folk songs and games and the
selection of materials reflect consideration of each
child’s growing and changing abilities. Many styles

of music are explored when listening, dancing, and
playing.

Physical Education
Gail Heady

The physical education program in the Preschool
Division is separated into three areas of development
for each class: equipment play, a theme for the
month, and small games.

I ower School
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Equipment play activities help develop the abilities
children need to participate in actual sports later
on. Small equipment play activities include: Balls,
Hoops, Ropes, Cones, Bean Bags, Balloons, and
Scarves. Large equipment play activities include:
Parachutes, Tires, Scooters, Mats, Beams, and the
Climbing Wall.

Each physical education class has a theme so we can
concentrate on an area appropriate for four- and five-
year olds. We can see how they improve their motor
skills, listening skills, ability to follow directions,

and memory retention. A theme will usually last four
weeks. Themes include: Signals, Animals, Shapes
and Pathways, Obstacle Courses, Ball Skills, Stunts,
Alphabet Letters, and Exercises.

To finish each class, the children gather for a small
game that is fun and designed to promote positive
interaction among the group. Small Games include:
Pac Man, Gingerbread Man, and Two-Headed
Monster.

Please dress children appropriately on gym days.

Science
Jenney Maloy

The primary goal of the science curriculum is to en-
gage students in inquiry, exploration, and discovery.
The children will be encouraged to ask questions and
will be guided to answer those questions. Through
this program we hope that children will become ex-
cited and curious about the world in which they live.

These goals will be achieved through a curriculum

of different topics from the Life, Earth, and Physical
Sciences. We will also be free to explore topics

that the children find interesting or that present
themselves in our everyday lives. Topics we will
explore this year include but are not limited to:
Sunshine and Shadows, Seasons, Balls and Ramps,
Air, Magnets, Lady Bugs, Color and Light, and Plants
and Growing.

The BCD campus will provide us with many
opportunities to delve into our various areas of
study. We will walk on the nature trail, visit the
pond, and observe the animals in our environment.
These activities will enrich the science curriculum
by providing a balance between our exciting indoor
classrooms and abundant outdoor classroom.



Grade 1

The Berkshire Country Day First Grade classroom offers high
expectations for all students, a curriculum that focuses on depth over
coverage, and a commitment to helping young children use their
minds well. Teachers make schoolwork connected and meaningful for
children. The teachers and students work together to develop a culture
of respect, commitment, and collaboration.

Julie Milani

The classroom is designed to promote independence,
engagement, and a sense of ownership of the
environment. The classroom is equipped with a
leveled library of books, math manipulatives, science
equipment, computers, and many other tools that
students need for hands-on, project-based learning.
Children are able to access the curriculum at their
own level. Teaching and learning is personalized

to the maximum feasible extent so that all students
experience challenge and success. Teachers insure that
every child learns to his or her greatest potential.

There are several different measures of results

and mastery. Teachers use test scores, formative
assessments, and anecdotal observations. Teachers
from several curricular areas analyze student work
and behavior. Students have several opportunities to
exhibit their expertise before family and community in
the form of presentations, poetry readings, research
museums, exhibitions, and dramas. Being able to
present or exhibit work for an audience shows mastery
and confidence, which is the key to success.

Language Arts

Reading:

Students participate in a balanced reading program
every day, which is composed of the following
components: Shared Reading, Guided Reading,
Independent Reading, Read Aloud, Spelling, Grammar,
Fluency, and Language Experiences.

Writing:

Students learn to write creatively using The Writing
Process (Calkins). They draft, revise, edit, and publish.
Select pieces are published at the end of each genre
study. The genre studies are: Personal Narrative,
Poetry, Non-Fiction, Research, and Fiction. Cross-
curricular writing is also done in Social Studies,
Science, and Math.

Handwriting:

Handwriting Without Tears is a multiple modality
program that utilizes chalkboards, water, crayons,
pencils, and wooden letter pieces to help children
learn to form letters correctly.

Math

Students learn to be mathematicians. Math lessons
are daily. The skills taught are: Graphing, Addition,
Subtraction, Measurement, Geometry, Fractions,
Classification, Time, Money, and Probability. The
goal is for students to acquire a well-balanced base
of understanding in Number Sense, Computation,
and Problem Solving and to be able to demonstrate
competence and confidence in each of those areas.

Social Studies

Social Studies and Science are integrated into the
rest of the curriculum as much as possible. Reading,
writing, and math are incorporated in each unit.

Native Americans:

Students learn the history and culture of the Mahican
Native Americans of Stockbridge, MA.

Related Science Unit: Life Science/Trees and Native
American Life

Geography:

Students are introduced to maps, globes, continents,
and oceans.

Related Science Unit: Earth Science/Rocks, Sand, Soil-
Geology

Africa:

Students discover the diverse cultures of Africa through
songs, stories, dance, art, folktales, and drama.
Related Science Unit: Life Science/ Mammals of Africa

Biography:

Students read a picture book biography and report
on that person. Biographies have included Abraham
Lincoln, Mumbet, Martin Luther King, Frida, Celia
Cruz, Ben Franklin, Galileo, and Harriet Tubman.

Field trips are a large part of the Social Studies and
Science experience. Students go into the field with
questions. They return to school with data that is
authentic, therefore making Social Studies and Science
concepts tangible and meaningful for the youngest
students. The Berkshires hold many rich resources

for learning and BCD First Grade students use those
resources to apply skills, construct knowledge, and
understand their world.
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Art
Kathy Clausen

Grade 1 students have art twice a week for forty
minutes in the art studio in Furey Hall. Lessons
begin with a warm-up exercise and will end with a
time to reflect on the work done during the class. Art
activities will be varied and will include a range of
assignments. Students will draw, paint, sculpt, print,
and build. They will learn about art-making as well as
reflect on their own art-making. Children of this age
are naturally creative and love to ‘do art.” What they
can benefit from is learning about different mediums
and that there can be an infinite number of ways

to capture an idea. They also benefit from talking
about what they intend to do and what they mean by
what they do. Topics that will guide the assignments
will include ideas from their own experiences, their
school, their communities, the environment, and

the art of other cultures. In the spring we will go on
a field trip to a museum both to see the art and to
learn about the value of museum visits. The children
will learn about working together to take care of the
tools, materials, and art room. Please come and visit
anytime and share with us what you like to do in art.

Chorus
Amy Hilliard

Students in Grades 1-3 participate in Chorus

once a week for 30 minutes. Focus is on building
community and enjoying singing a variety of
repertoire as well as on preparation for concerts
and performances. Proper breathing and vocal
technique is emphasized and a variety of repertoire
are chosen.

French
Elizabeth Downes

In the First Grade the children have French class
three times a week for twenty minutes. Lessons
always begin with a “circle time” during which we
recite seasonal verses, sing songs and do finger-plays,
and clapping verses. The remainder of the lesson

is spent working on class projects, hearing stories
through puppetry, and playing many games. These
games (the heart of the class experience for the
children) are designed to reinforce the curriculum and
to inspire the children to abandon English and speak
French more spontaneously. The children learn a
great deal of vocabulary and passive grammar from
this playful work. Thanks to their enhanced powers
of imitation and imagination at this age, the children
also acquire authentic accents and learn to see
French as a whole language. After all, their language
learning resembles how we all learned to speak our

native tongues — through a playful immersion in the
language.

Teaching Methods:

Games, songs, rhyming finger-plays, storytelling
through puppetry, and skits;

Drawing and coloring in French notebooks;
Celebrating festivals and birthdays.

Subjects:

Greetings, classroom vocabulary, numbers and
number work (1-69 by year’s end), colors, body
parts, clothing, family members, nature vocabulary
(animals, seasonal plants, fruits, flowers, insects, the
cosmos, the change of seasons and weather), the
date (recognition of days of week/months of year),
daily activities (the beginning of conjugating verbs
and subject pronouns starting with je/nous and vous/
tu), the imperative (commands), basic conversation
(talking about yourself: name, age, family, where you
live, likes/dislikes, etc.), an introduction to Paris and
some of its sites through storytelling.

Library

Jilly Lederman

The library program at BCD seeks to support the overall
mission of the school through providing an atmosphere
which promotes inquiry, discovery, and academic
excellence while realizing each student’s unique
potential.

The library serves as a resource for the entire BCD
community equipping faculty as well as students with
materials that complement their courses of study. In
addition to serving as a resource, the lower school
library program will build students’ awareness of

the library in order to equip them with the skills and
abilities to become information-literate and independent
learners. Students will learn of the role of the library

as a place to find material for both information and
enjoyment.

During their weekly scheduled classes, the students
will gain an understanding of the unique characteristics
of various media through the completion of projects
including genre and author studies. Students will learn
how to locate, use, and synthesize information from
these various sources in order to create a finished
product. These projects will be guided by students’
interests and structured to incorporate material from
other content areas to maintain the vital connection
between the classroom and the library.

In addition to exploring the library, students will engage
in weekly read-alouds during which participation and
active listening will be stressed. These high interest
stories will be selected to complement areas covered in
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the classroom as well as to highlight aspects of story
form. Finally, the opportunity to borrow materials will
provide the students with the responsibility of caring

for and returning books. Students will be encouraged to
visit the library outside of their scheduled class period to
further explore their own areas of interest.

Music
Amy Hilliard

The Music Curriculum in Preschool and Lower School
is based on the belief that each child can do well and
enjoy music in a supportive environment that fosters
creativity and freedom of expression.

Grade 1 meets twice a week for 30 minutes. The
music curriculum for Grade 1 consists of music
activities such as singing, listening, playing, and
performing. Through music, students discover and
explore the concepts of melody, harmony, dynamics,
and form.

A typical class includes movement activities to develop
rhythmic coordination and singing, accompanied by
rhythmic response through body movement and/or
instrument playing. Music reading emphasizes quarter
note, eighth note, and quarter rest patterns. Lessons
also include listening to various selections in order to
appreciate different styles.

The main objective of the music activities is to develop
creativity and self-expression, as well as to develop
music skills for personal enjoyment.

Physical Education
Gail Heady

The physical education program for Grades 1, 2, and
3 is designed to help students learn and strengthen the
skills necessary for playing and becoming successful

at all of the sports available to our children today. We
also continue to take a serious look at the physical
fitness level of each child and make sure they learn

to understand the importance of a healthy and active
lifestyle.

This year we will use the Sports For All program

as a guideline to teach basic skills children need to
participate in many specific sports. It focuses on

group games and physical activities developmentally
appropriate for this age. Ideas for this year include:
Walking, Group Challenges, Volleyball Skills, Scavenger
Hunts, Ice Skating, Obstacle Courses, Soccer Skills,
Gymnastic Skills, Golf, Field Hockey Skills, Circus Unit,
Lacrosse, Family Games, Basketball Skills, and Tag
Games.

Please check your child’'s schedule for gym days. Long
skirts, clogs, party shoes, etc. are not appropriate. An
extra pair of sneakers for Fitzpatrick Hall is mandatory.
The sneakers can be old, but the children must carry
them to gym.

Science
Jenney Maloy

In First Grade students will begin to develop their
inquiry skills: making observations, asking questions,
investigating, creating experiments, discussion,

and reflection. A typical class begins with a

group discussion followed by an activity involving
observation, investigating, and exploring of the topic
at hand. Hands-on learning is stressed.

Science topics we will explore this year include but
are not limited to: Worms, composting and Soils,
Liquids, and Design Technology. We will also be free
to explore topics that the children find interesting or
that present themselves in our everyday lives.

The BCD campus will provide us with many
opportunities to delve into our various areas of
study. We will walk on the nature trail, visit the
pond, and observe the animals in our environment.
These activities will enrich the science curriculum
by providing a balance between our exciting indoor
classrooms and abundant outdoor classroom.



Grade 2

In Grade 2, the developing child’s academic, social, and emotional
growth is nurtured in many ways. Through regular use of cooperative
learning and conflict resolution, by modeling and teaching attitudes
of positive self-esteem and acceptance of other’s differences and
similarities, a strong learning community is formed.

Katharine Allentuck

Within an environment where limits and rules are
clear, children assume an ever-increasing sense

of responsibility and self-control. By adapting
curriculum to the developmental phases of the
seven- to eight-year old and by allowing for each
child’s individuality, the innate curiosity and natural
creativity of each of the students remains strong,
providing the basis for intellectual growth.

The comprehensive language arts program
encompasses creative and expository writing, a
phonetic approach to spelling, fine-tuning of printing,
and a literature-based reading program. While
inventive spelling is still expected in writing, students
will move toward more frequent use of conventional
spelling as the year progresses. In addition to writing
poetry, students will memorize poems and participate
in recitation exercises.

The reading program blends techniques from

both whole-language and phonics methodologies.
Some of the areas covered will be: sound/symbol
relationships, decoding and sight words, grammar,
silent and oral reading, comprehension, and literary
genres. Children will be grouped by ability to best
address their needs as individual learners and
promote success. The children will hear stories read
out loud, read together as a whole class, and as peer
readers, read one-to-one with Pre-School students.
Through exposure to excellent children’s literature,
students develop a love of reading that will last a
lifetime.

The study of mathematics emphasizes mental math,
understanding concepts through practice, real-life
problem solving, and learning through games and
the use of manipulatives. The skills covered will

be: addition, subtraction, multiplication, tables

and graphs, estimation, basic fractions, geometry,
money, time, measurement, probability and statistics,
and patterns. Children of this age learn best

through a hands-on approach with many different
manipulatives. Use of math journals and cooperative
problem- solving are weekly activities.

In Grade 2, the developing child’'s academic,

social, and emotional growth is nurtured in many
ways. Through regular use of cooperative learning
and conflict resolution, by modeling and teaching

attitudes of positive self-esteem and acceptance of
other’s differences and similarities, a strong learning
community is formed. The year begins with a focus
on Responsive Classroom© meetings and activities
which allow the children to become acquainted

with their peers. Through this carefully structured
introduction to the year and classroom expectations,
the students realize their responsibility to themselves,
to each other, and to the BCD community.

The study of Colonial America is the first social
studies unit. In December the entire Lower School
studies peace and peacemakers. A short unit on
maps in January helps us better understand and
situate our place in the world. As winter continues,
Mexico is the focus, since it is a neighbor, it is
colorful, and its impact on our country is significant.
The study of the Native Americans of New England
is done in the spring. Social studies units are project
oriented, include field trips where appropriate, and
help to develop interpretive and critical thinking
skills.

In conclusion, the Grade 2 curriculum is a well-
rounded one in which children can grow and learn in
all areas. Through the combined efforts of the school,
classroom, and home, these young children journey
far to develop strengths as students and as members
of our larger community.

Art

Marilyn Orner Cromwell

Art is an integral part of a BCD education. All
students have art classes twice a week. Visual
language, a powerful tool for communication and
expression, is taught. Over the years, students have
an opportunity to create artwork in a studio setting,
to learn principles of art and to learn to reflect on
artwork. The emphasis is on making art, with art
history being taught peripherally through the study
of individual artists, movements in art, slides and
videos, and reproductions. Art is also an avenue to
learn to appreciate and respect the richness of other
cultures. | work with other teachers to coordinate
art projects with student studies. Knowing about
the time period and manipulating relevant materials
enhances both experiences. | incorporate other arts
into some assignments in order to tap into areas
where every student is comfortable.

I ower School
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The art room does offer a change for students from
other academic subjects. First, it is a large, messy
space. Let your child know if you want him/her

to use a smock, or send them to school in casual
clothes on art days. More importantly, in art, there
are as many right answers as there are children.
There is the opportunity for individual growth through
invention and exploration. Art encourages divergent
thinking. | hope to foster students’ ability to seek
solutions to the problems the assignments set for
them through their own reflection, and for them to
learn to value multiple responses, and to provide the
setting for creative thinking. These are all skills that
our increasingly global, complex world will require of
them. There is flexibility both in the projects | present
and in the time the student has to complete them.
The Art Department offers a variety of experiences
with drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture,
collage, textiles, and design. Photography may be
employed too, with and without cameras. There are
certain projects that are cornerstones of each grade
level program. The projects build upon skills and
past experiences while offering greater depth and
new materials. The program is responsive to student
interests, opportunities that arise, and my search for
new and better ideas. The curriculum that follows
is, therefore, subject to change. Finally, the art room
is a place where a lot more happens than creating
artwork. There are a lot of interactions that take
place in the art room. It is these interactions, as well
as specific art works, upon which the comments are
based. Please feel free to visit the art room. If you
have any special artistic skill or expertise that you
would be willing to share, please let me know. Most
of all, art should be fun!

Second graders will engage in art making with many
different mediums. They will learn to work from
imagination and observation. They will make some
work that parallels their classroom studies. They will
increase their art vocabulary and learn to discuss the
work of others and their own work. We will also visit
MassMoca'‘s Kisdspace in the spring. | look forward
to a fun and rewarding year with them!

Chorus
Amy Hilliard

Students in Grades 1-3 participate in Chorus

once a week for 30 minutes. Focus is building
community as well as preparation for concerts and
performances. Proper breathing and vocal technique
are emphasized and a variety of repertoire is
chosen.

French
Maria Whalen

The Second Graders continue to have French class

three times a week for twenty minutes. Much like
the experience of First Grade, the children learn a
great deal of the course material by reciting seasonal
verses, singing songs and doing interactive finger-
plays. The remainder of the lesson is spent working
on class projects and playing many games. These
games (the heart of the class experience for the
children) are designed to reinforce the curriculum and
to inspire the children to abandon English and speak
French more spontaneously. The children learn a
great deal of vocabulary and passive grammar from
this playful work. Thanks to their enhanced powers
of imitation and imagination at this age, the children
also acquire authentic accents and learn to see
French as a whole language. After all, their language
learning resembles how we all learned to speak our
native tongue — through a playful immersion in the
language.

Teaching Methods:

Games, songs, rhyming finger-plays, skits and
storytelling through puppetry;

Drawing and coloring in French notebooks;
Celebrating festivals and birthdays.

Subjects:

New grammar concepts include: learning about
gender, articles and nouns (le/la, un/une), the
alphabet and vowel sounds; how to make a plural
noun, and (through games and stories) learning all
the subject pronouns (je/ tu/ il, elle, etc.).

Review and enrichment of First Grade material
including: greetings, classroom vocabulary, numbers
and working with numbers (#1-69), family members,
colors, body parts, clothing, nature vocabulary
(animals, seasonal plants, fruits and flowers, insects,
the cosmos, the change of seasons and weather, the
date (practice of days of week/months of year), daily
activities, the imperative (commands) and directions,
basic conversation (talking about yourself: name,
age, family, where you live, likes/dislikes, etc.), more
stories about Paris.

Library

Jilly Lederman

The library program at BCD seeks to support the
overall mission of the school through providing an
atmosphere which promotes inquiry, discovery, and
academic excellence while realizing each student’s
unigue potential.

The library serves as a resource for the entire BCD
community equipping faculty as well as students
with materials that complement their courses of
study. In addition to serving as a resource, the lower
school library program will build students’ awareness
of the library in order to equip them with the skills
and abilities to become information-literate and



independent learners. Students will learn of the role
of the library as a place to find material for both
information and enjoyment.

During their weekly scheduled classes, the
students will gain an understanding of the unique
characteristics of various media through the
completion of projects including genre and author
studies. Students will learn how to locate, use, and
synthesize information from these various sources
in order to create a finished product. These projects
will be guided by students’ interests and structured
to incorporate material from other content areas to
maintain the vital connection between the classroom
and the library.

In addition to exploring the library, students

will engage in weekly read-alouds during which
participation and active listening will be stressed.
These high interest stories will be selected to
complement areas covered in the classroom as well to
highlight aspects of story form. Finally, the opportunity
to borrow materials will provide the students with

the responsibility of caring for and returning books.
Students will be encouraged to visit the library outside
of their scheduled class period to further explore their
own areas of interest.

Music
Amy Hilliard

The Music Curriculum in Preschool and Lower School
is based on the belief that each child can do well and
enjoy music in a supportive environment that fosters
creativity and freedom of expression.

Grade 2 music meets twice a week for 30 minutes.
The music curriculum for Grade 2 consists of

music activities such as singing, listening, playing,
performing, and movement. Through music, students
discover and explore the concepts of melody, harmony,
texture, dynamics, rhythm, and form.

Throughout the year, students work to develop
rhythmic coordination, vocal accuracy, self-expression,
and confidence in performance. Classes include
singing and playing various folk songs, games, and
dances, in addition to learning solfege and rhythm
reading. Musical literacy focuses on pitches sol, mi, la,
do, and re, as well as quarter note, eighth note, half
note, sixteenth note, whole rest, half rest, and quarter
rest values in various combinations.

A typical class may include echo clapping, pattern
reading, listening to musical compositions for the
purpose of recognition or comparison, and the playing
of Orff instruments.

The main objective of the music activities is to develop

creativity and self-expression, as well as to develop
music skills for personal enjoyment.

Physical Education
Gail Heady

The physical education program for Grades 1, 2, and
3 is designed to help students learn and strengthen
the skills necessary for playing and becoming
successful at all of the sports available to our children
today. We also continue to take a serious look at the
physical fitness level of each child and make sure
they learn to understand the importance of a healthy
and active lifestyle.

This year we will use the Sports For All program as
a guideline to teach basic skills children need to
participate in many specific sports. It focuses on
group games and physical activities developmentally
appropriate for this age. Ideas for this year include:
Walking, Group Challenges, Volleyball Skills,
Scavenger Hunts, Ice Skating, Obstacle Courses,
Soccer Skills, Gymnastic Skills, Golf, Field Hockey
Skills, Circus Unit, Lacrosse, Family Games,
Basketball Skills, and Tag Games.

Please check your child’'s schedule for gym days.
Long skirts, clogs, party shoes, etc. are not
appropriate. An extra pair of sneakers for Fitzpatrick
Hall is mandatory. The sneakers can be old, but the
children must carry them to gym.

Science
Jenney Maloy

In Second Grade students will continue to develop
their inquiry skills: making observations, asking
questions, investigating, creating experiments,
discussion and reflection. A typical class begins with
a group discussion followed by an activity involving
observation, investigating, and exploring of the topic
at hand. Hands-on learning is stressed.

Science topics we will explore this year may include
but are not limited to: Pond Life, Sound, Rocks and
Minerals, Systems of the Human Body, and Design
Technology. We will also be free to explore topics
that the children find interesting or that present
themselves in our everyday lives.

The BCD campus will provide us with many
opportunities to delve into our various areas of
study. We will walk on the nature trail, visit the
pond, and observe the animals in our environment.
These activities will enrich the science curriculum
by providing a balance between our exciting indoor
classrooms and abundant outdoor classroom.

I ower School



Grade 3

I ower School

The wealth of knowledge a person gains throughout his or her lifetime
is impossible to measure and will certainly vary from person to person.
However, regardless of this scope of information, the foundation for all
learning remains a constant. All that we know and think throughout
our lifetime is based upon fundamentals, and these basic skills develop

from higher- level thinking.

Gill Levesque Romano

Grade 3 strives to instill a sense of academic and
social responsibility in its students. The environment is
one that fosters acceptance and respect for each class
member’s ideas and concerns. It is a safe place to
express oneself and take risks without fear of rejection
or failure.

Mathematics skills are important tools that your

child will use throughout his or her life. This ability
encompasses more than just the computation of
numbers. It involves being able to investigate,
organize, apply, and communicate findings when
presented with information. The goal of the Grade 3
program is to develop a strong foundation of basic
mathematics procedures. This year your child will be
learning a variety of fundamental operations in class.
Some of the areas of study include multi-digit addition
and subtraction, multiplication, division, elapsed time,
and fractions. After exploring these concepts, your
child will bring home his or her math book which will
serve as a reference to help maintain these important
skills.

The English curriculum uses children’s literature

to instill a love of reading in students. Within the
classroom is a cozy “Book Nook” that encourages
students to read and curl up with a piece of literature
of their choice when time permits. Phonics instruction
and a variety of decoding strategies are taught on a
daily basis to help students progress towards reading
fluently. Students learn to express their ideas about
the presented material in writing using complete
sentences, proper punctuation, conventional spelling,
and details from the text to support thoughts/opinions.
Grammar, spelling, and the writing process are taught
separately from reading. Students during these periods
learn about grammatical rules, sentence structure,
paragraph formation, and the concept of multiple
drafts. The Zaner Bloser method of cursive writing is
taught as part of the Grade 3 curriculum. The children
have a workbook that is used to introduce and practice
the proper formation of each letter.

In Social Studies the children learn geography based
on the textbook The Making of Our America as well
as through a multitude of additional resources. Areas
of study include Berkshire County, The Settling of
the United States, Canada, and Australia. Each

unit explores geographical features, manufactured
products, historical facts, government, famous people,
and interesting places to visit within the various sites.
Research projects serve as the culminating activity for
each topic.

Homework is given four nights per week and is an
important vehicle for reinforcing the concepts the
children have learned in class. This process helps
students develop a sense of responsibility for taking an
assignment home, completing the work, and returning
it to school. Reviewing papers your child brings

home and encouraging him/her to correct any errors
reinforces the learning process. Pride in a job well
done is a positive self-esteem builder.

The goal of the Grade 3 program is to develop a sense
of security, respect, and tolerance within the walls of
the classroom and beyond. Children are encouraged
to make sound decisions regarding class citizenship,
academics, and to offer ideas that will make the
environment a better place to learn and explore. Open
communication between home and school is essential.
Learning is a process and it is a pleasure to have the
opportunity to work with you and your child.

Art

Marilyn Orner Cromwell

Art is an integral part of a BCD education. All
students have art classes twice a week. Visual
language, a powerful tool for communication and
expression, is taught. Over the years, students have
an opportunity to create artwork in a studio setting,
to learn principles of art and to learn to reflect on
artwork. The emphasis is on making art, with art
history being taught peripherally through the study
of individual artists, movements in art, slides and
videos, and reproductions. Art is also an avenue to
learn to appreciate and respect the richness of other
cultures. | work with other teachers to coordinate
art projects with student studies. Knowing about
the time period and manipulating relevant materials
enhances both experiences. | incorporate other arts
into some assignments in order to tap into areas
where every student is comfortable.

The art room does offer a change for students from



other academic subjects. First, it is a large, messy
space. Let your child know if you want him/her to use
a smock, or send them to school in casual clothes on
art days. More importantly, in art, there are as many
right answers as there are children. There is the
op—portunity for individual growth through invention
and exploration. Art encourages divergent thinking.

| hope to foster students’ ability to seek solutions to
the problems the assignments set for them through
their own reflection, and for them to learn to value
mul—tiple responses, and to provide the setting

for creative thinking. These are all skills that our
increasingly global, complex world will require of
them. There is flexibility both in the projects | present
and in the time the student has to complete them.
The Art Department offers a variety of experiences
with draw—ing, painting, printmaking, sculpture,
collage, textiles and design. Photography maybe
employed too, with and without cameras. There are
certain projects that are cornerstones of each grade
level program. The projects build upon skills and past
experiences while offering greater depth and new
materials. The pro—gram is responsive to student
interests, opportunities that arise, and my search for
new and better ideas. The curriculum that follows

is, therefore, subject to change. Finally, the art room
is a place where a lot more happens than creating
artwork. There are a lot of interactions that take
place in the art room. It is these interactions, as well
as specific art works, upon which the comments are
based.

Please feel free to visit the art room. If you have any
special artistic skill or expertise that you would be
willing to share, please let me know. Most of all, art
should be fun!

Third graders are encouraged to explore both

the world around them, and their emotions and

ideas visually. We will utilize both experiences for
inspiration and subject matter for our projects.

Topics will include self portraits, color, sculpture, and
landscape design. We will look at cave art through
modern art. The class will also decorate the BCD tree
for the Festival of Trees at the Berkshire Museum.
Our art trip will occur in the spring.

Chorus
Amy Hilliard

Students in Grades 1-3 participate in Chorus once
a week for 30 minutes. Focus is on preparation for
concerts and performances. Proper breathing and
vocal technique are emphasized and a variety of
repertoire is chosen.

French
Maria Whalen

Students in Grade 3 meet for French 4 times per
week. The goals of the Grade 3 French curriculum
include listening comprehension, conversation skills,
and basic reading and writing skills. In addition to
building vocabulary, the students will be encouraged
to communicate using longer phrases and sentences.
Cultivation of a good French accent continues
through oral conversations.

Teaching Methods:

Previously learned material will be reviewed and
extended using games, songs, and hands-on
activities. Audiovisual materials will allow the
students to develop listening comprehension while
hearing a variety of people speaking French. The
students will work with Symtalk cards, games and
the book Mon Monde to build sentences, expanding
their conversational ability. As the year progresses
the students will begin to do written work in

their workbooks. They will also have homework
assignments ranging from practicing the alphabet
orally to studying for spelling quizzes.

Subjects:

Greetings and directions, numbers, colors, shapes,
body parts, family, animals, clothes, house, food,
transportation, calendar, school, weather, sports,
common prepositions, and developing an awareness
of the variety of cultures in francophone countries.

Materials:

Symtalk: Mon Monde

* Games, songs, poems and skits to aid retention
and increase fluency

* Props and pictures to encourage and support
interaction and dialogue

Library

Jilly Lederman

The library program at BCD seeks to support the
overall mission of the school through providing an
atmosphere which promotes inquiry, discovery, and
academic excellence while realizing each student’s
unique potential.

The library serves as a resource for the entire BCD
community equipping faculty as well as students with
materials that complement their courses of study. In
addition to serving as a resource, the Lower School
library program will build students’ awareness of

the library in order to equip them with the skills and
abilities to become information-literate and
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independent learners. Students will learn of the

role of the library as a place to find material for
both information and enjoyment. During their
weekly scheduled classes, the students will gain an
understanding of the unique characteristics of various
media through the completion of projects including
genre and author studies. Students will learn how
to locate, use, and synthesize information from
these various sources in order to create a finished
product. These projects will be guided by students’
interests and structured to incorporate material from
other content areas to maintain the vital connection
between the classroom and the library.

In addition to exploring the library, students will
engage in weekly read-alouds during which participa-
tion and active listening will be stressed. These high
interest stories will be selected to complement areas
covered in the classroom as well to highlight aspects
of story form. Finally, the opportunity to borrow
materials will provide the students with the respon-
sibility of caring for and returning books. Students
will be encouraged to visit the library outside of their
scheduled class period to further explore their own
areas of interest.

Music
Amy Hilliard

The Music Curriculum in Preschool and Lower School
is based on the belief that each child can do well and
enjoy music in a supportive environment that fosters
creativity and freedom of expression.

Grade 3 meets twice a week for 30 minutes. The mu-
sic curriculum for Grade 3 consists of music activities
such as singing, listening, playing, performing, and
dance. Students begin playing soprano recorder during
the spring term. A typical class includes music reading
and dictation, singing, rhythmic response through
body movement, and instrument playing. Lessons

also include listening to various selections in order

to appreciate different styles of music, as well as to
develop skills in recognizing outstanding melodic and
rhythmic patterns and compositional form. Students
develop rhythmic coordination and vocal accuracy.
They focus on quarter note, eighth note, sixteenth
note, half note, and whole note combinations along
with their various rests as well as on pitches do, re,
mi, sol, and la in various combinations.

The main objective of the music activities is to develop
creativity and self-expression, as well as to develop
music skills for personal enjoyment.

Physical Education
Gail Heady

The physical education program for Grades 1,

2, and 3 is designed to help students learn and
strengthen the skills necessary for playing and
becoming successful at all of the sports available to
our children today. We also continue to take a serious
look at the physical fitness level of each child and
make sure they learn to understand the importance
of a healthy and active lifestyle. This year we will
use the Sports For All program as a guideline to
teach basic skills children need to participate in
many specific sports. It focuses on group games and
physical activities developmentally appropriate for
this age. Ideas for this year include: Walking, Group
Challenges, Volleyball Skills, Scavenger Hunts, Ice
Skating, Obstacle Courses, Soccer Skills, Gymnastic
Skills, Golf, Field Hockey Skills, Circus Unit,
Lacrosse, Family Games, Basketball Skills, and Tag
Games. Please check your child’s schedule for gym
days. Long skirts, clogs, party shoes, etc. are not
appropriate. An extra pair of sneakers for Fitzpatrick
Hall is mandatory. The sneakers can be old, but the
children must carry them to gym.

Science
Jenney Maloy

The Grade 3 Science Curriculum exposes the students
to a wide variety of skills. Skills will be developed in
the context of life, environmental, physical, earth and
health sciences. The work and themes developed

in the homeroom classrooms will be expanded

upon and integrated into the curriculum as the year
progresses whenever possible. Our campus is used

to explore plants and animals, as well as to foster

an understanding of natural areas. A typical class
begins with a group discussion followed by an activity
involving creating, investigating or exploring the topic
at hand. Hands-on learning is stressed.

In Grade 3 science topics covered may include but
are not limited to: Flight and Aerodynamics, Weather,
Kitchen Chemistry, Forensics, Design Technology, and
Insects and Stream Life.
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